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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 78i80,82,42,50. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the 
description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 3,13, and 14 contain the trademark/trade name Velcro. Where a 
trademark or trade name is used in a claim as a limitation to identify or describe a 
particular material or product, the claim does not comply with the requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. See Ex parte Simpson, 218 USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 

1 982). The claim scope is uncertain since the trademark or trade name cannot be used 
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properly to identify any particular material or product. A trademark or trade name is 
used to identify a source of goods, and not the goods themselves. Thus, a trademark or 
trade name does not identify or describe the goods associated with the trademark or 
trade name. In the present case, the trademark/trade name is used to identify/describe 
hook and loop fasteners and, accordingly, the identification/description is indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 3-7,13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 3-7,13, and 14, the trademark "VELCRO" does not specifically 
define the structure of the "strip attachment means". Examiner suggest that applicant 
replace "Vetera" with "hook and loop" because "Vetera" is a trade name that can be 
associated with other means. 

5. Claims 4-7 recites the limitation "sheet edge attachment means" in line 1 of 
claims 4-7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,168 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3782 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use opon sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-4, 6 and 8-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fournier (US 6,193,034). 

8. Regarding claims 1 and 16, Fournier discloses a utility device for containing 
articles of clothing during laundry operations, travel, and storage, the device comprising: 
a backing sheet of washable material (Abstract); a plurality of strips (8), each fixedly 
attached to connect the free end of a strip to the free end of another strip in pairwise 
fashion (Col. 4, lines 40-45); and the sheet further comprising attachment means (14) . 
allowing the sheet to be folded and sealed into a baglike structure. 

9. Regarding claim 2, Fournier discloses wherein the sheet is comprised of nylon 
mesh (Col. 4, lines 65-67). 

10. Regarding claim 3, Fournier discloses wherein the strip attachment means 
comprise Velcro fasteners (8). 

11. Regarding claim 4, Fournier discloses wherein the sheet edge attachment 
means comprise Velcro fasteners (25). 

12. Regarding claim 6, Fournier discloses wherein the sheet edge attachment 
means comprise zippers (14). 

13. Regarding claim 8, Fournier discloses a utility device further comprising bag 
hanging means (12) fixedly attached to one end of the sheet. 

14. Regarding claim 9, Fournier discloses a utility device wherein the bag 
hanging means is a pair of vertical fastening straps (5) for hanging to a standard closet 
hanger. 
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15. Regarding claim 10, Fournier discloses a utility device further comprising 
pockets (15-23) fixedly attached to one face of the sheet, the pockets containing 
openings (1) for insertion of articles of clothing. 

16. Regarding claim 11, Fournier discloses a utility device wherein the pockets 
have closure means (25) for retaining the articles of clothing within the pockets. 

17. Regarding claim 12, Fournier discloses wherein the closure means comprise 
a zipper (Col. 5, lines 27-31). 

18. Regarding claim 13, Fournier discloses wherein the closure means comprise 
Velcro fasteners (Col. 5, lines 27-31). 

19. Regarding claim 14, Fournier discloses a utility device further comprising 
elastic bands to hold clothing (Col. 5, lines 1-5). 

20. Regarding claim 15, Fournier discloses wherein the use of a utility device for 
laundering, storing, and carrying clothes (Col. 5, line 60-65). 

21. Claims 1-6, 8-13, and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Garcia (US 5,743,649) 

22. Regarding claims 1 and 16, Garcia discloses a utility device for containing 
articles of clothing during laundry operations, travel, and storage, the device comprising: 
a backing sheet of washable material (20); a plurality of strips (36a/38a), each fixedly 
attached to connect the free end of a strip to the free end of another strip in pairwise 
fashion; and the sheet further comprising attachment means (36b/38b) allowing the 
sheet to be folded and sealed into a baglike structure (Col. 3, lines 20-25). 
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23. Regarding claim 2, Garcia discloses wherein the sheet is comprised of nylon 
mesh (Col. 2, lines 30-35). 

24. Regarding claim 3, Garcia discloses wherein the strip attachment means 
comprise Velcro fasteners (Col. 1, lines 50-55). 

25. Regarding claim 4, Garcia discloses wherein the sheet edge attachment 
means comprise Velcro fasteners (Col. 1 , lines 50-55). 

26. Regarding claim 5, Garcia discloses wherein the sheet edge attachment 
means comprise snap fasteners (Col. 3, lines 15-19). 

27. Regarding claim 6, Garcia discloses wherein the sheet edge attachment 
means comprise zippers (Col. 1 , lines 48-52). 

28. Regarding claim 8, Garcia discloses a utility device further comprising bag 
hanging means (32) fixedly attached to one end of the sheet. 

29. Regarding claim 9, Garcia discloses a utility device wherein the bag hanging 
means is a pair of vertical fastening straps (34) for hanging to a standard closet hanger. 

30. Regarding claim 10, Garcia discloses a utility device further comprising 
pockets fixedly attached to one face of the sheet, the pockets containing openings for 
insertion of articles of clothing (Col. 1 , lines 55-65). 

31 . Regarding claim 1 1 , Garcia discloses a utility device wherein the pockets 
have closure means for retaining the articles of clothing within the pockets (Col. 2, lines 
42 -50). 

32. Regarding claim 12, Garcia discloses wherein the closure means comprise a 
zipper (Col. 2, lines 42 -50). 
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33. Regarding claim 13, Garcia discloses wherein the closure means comprise 
Velcro fasteners (Col. 2, lines 25-30). 

34. Regarding claim 15, Garcia discloses wherein the use of a utility device for 
laundering, storing, and carrying clothes (Abstract). 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

. 35. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

36. Claims 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fournier in view of Gonzalez (US 5,743,649). 

37. Regarding claims 5 and 7, Fournier discloses all of the following features 
except the sheet edge attachment means. However, Gonzalez teaches wherein the 
sheet edge attachment means comprise snap fasteners and buttons and matched 
buttonholes (Col. 3, lines 10-15). It would have been obvious to anyone having ordinary 
skill in the art to use snaps or buttons along with the Velcro strips because they are 
equivalent attachment means used for closures of storage bags. 

38. Claims 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Garcia in view of Gonzalez (US 5,743,649). 
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39. Regarding claim 7, Garcia discloses all of the following features except the 
sheet edge attachment means. However, Gonzalez teaches wherein the sheet edge 
attachment means comprise snap fasteners and buttons and matched buttonholes (Col. 
3, lines 10-15). It would have been obvious to anyone having ordinary skill in the art to 
use snaps or buttons along with the Velcro strips because they are equivalent 
attachment means used for closures of storage bags. 



Conclusion 

40. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Avery D. Prioleau whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 3427. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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